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though he knew they contained some fossils identical with
known Silurian species, had only mineral characters on
which to "base his subdivisions, and to offer for comparison
with the rocks of other countries. But the Silurian group-
ing was founded on fossil evidence, that is, on the general
history of life on the globe. It could be, therefore, and it
had been, successfully applied to the rocks of widely sepa-
rated countries.

When the Silurian classification had been generally ac-
cepted and extended into foreign countries, Sedgwick, after a
long interval, returned (1842) to the study of his so-called
Cambrian rocks.    Admirably did he unfold their physical
succession step by step through the rugged region of North
Wales.    He had accepted without sufficient examination the
assumption that Murchison's groups were all.younger than his
own, and finding it difficult to reconcile this postulate with
the facts, had in vain tried to make his sections fit satisfac-
torily into those of his friend.    When at last it was discovered
that the assumption had been an error, he attributed it to
Murchison,  declaring  that the latter   had misplaced his
groups, and claiming therefore the Lower Silurian rocks as
properly part of the Cambrian domain.    But even had the
author of the Silurian System been wholly answerable for
the mistake, this could not have affected the indisputable
fact that the order of Murchison's formations in the original
and typical Silurian region remained, and still remains, as
he placed it.    Sedgwick's vehement contention about the
misinterpretation of the relation of the Llandeilo flags to his
Upper Cambrian rocks, had really hardly any bearing on the
general question of nomenclature.    The Silurian arrange-
ment was right; the application of it to North Wales had

